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1. Reason for the Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is for Members to note the financial summary and to 
seek Member’s approval to allocate grant funding from the Moorlands 
Partnership Board (MPB) in 2020/21. The budget for this year is £50,000. 

2. Recommendation

2.1 To note the financial summary as set out in 3.1 and 6.4 of this report. 

2.2 That Members approve a 50% grant of £2,000 towards the reinstatement of 
matching and reclaimed edging bricks for Gillow Heath Station platform at a 
cost of £4,000. 

2.3 Consider the principle of offering any unallocated funds at the end of this 
financial year (March 2021) as a contribution towards match funding for CVR 
towards the £1.4m offered by EAFRD in relation to the reinstatement of the 
heritage rail link between Leekbrook and Cornhill. 

3. Executive Summary

3.1 This report allows members to consider applications for environmental 
enhancement and heritage grants under the MPB for funding toward suitable 
projects within the district. To date the following awards have been made this 
financial year. 

Scheme Budget £50,000 
Cheddleton Station platform 
repairs 

£4,000

Balance of funds £46,000
Total potential grant offers for 
this MPB meeting 



Gillow Heath Station £2,000
Remaining funds £44,000

3.2 Members will note that the £4,000 set against Cheddleton Station platform 
repairs has been allocated from this year’s budget, rather than reallocated 
from the original grant offer towards the station building repairs in 2017/2018. 
This is because the applicant was unable to take up the original grant offer 
and therefore the offer was removed from the grant allocation.  However, 
subsequent conversations with the applicant suggested that an alternative 
project at the station could take advantage of the grant award. This was 
approved by members, but on the understanding that this would be allocated 
from 2017/18. However, after discussion with finance this allocation has to be 
made against this year’s budget, and hence the inclusion above.

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 This report concerns publicly funding the enhancement, restoration or repair of 
historic properties or places that are either listed or an identified heritage 
asset. This, in turn, is related to the Council’s corporate aim 3:

 To help create a strong economy by supporting further regeneration of 
towns and villages.

5. Alternative Options

5.1 To not approve environmental and heritage grant awards under the Moorlands 
Partnership Board and not allocate the capital budget of £50,000 set aside for 
this grant scheme. As a result, the MPB would not be able to continue to 
financially assist a number of environmental and heritage projects throughout 
the district and secure the repair, restoration and enhancement of heritage 
features, places and buildings. NOT RECOMMENDED 

5.2 To continue to approve environmental and heritage grant awards towards 
suitable projects throughout the district and to ensure the allocation of the 
budget of £50,000 each year. As a result, the MPB can financially assist with 
projects that secure the repair, restoration or enhancement of heritage 
features, places and buildings and contribute towards the further regeneration 
of town and villages throughout Staffordshire Moorlands. RECOMMENDED  

6. Implications 

6.1 Community Safety – No implications at this stage. 

6.2 Workforce – The Moorlands Partnership Scheme is administered by an officer 
within the regeneration team with assistance when required from the council’s 
conservation officer.

6.3 Equality and Diversity/ Equality Impact Assessment - No implications at this 
stage. 



6.4 Financial considerations - There are allocations within the capital programme 
for the funding of the Moorlands Partnership scheme. The latest financial 
position states that there is £58,634 of works outstanding and still to be 
claimed. Whilst this is a significant figure a number of larger grant offers are on 
site or have an imminent date start as follows:

Foxlowe Arts Centre £9,000 On site
Funerary Monuments £8,772 On site
55 Chorley Street £5,000 Start imminent
Hollington Church £4,000 On site
Leekbrook Rail £12,791 Part of larger project 
Total £39,563

The economic impact of Covid has resulted in less interest in the grant 
scheme within this financial year. The impact of lockdown and continuing local 
restrictions has resulted in economic impacts that have placed financial 
burdens on property and business owners investing in their buildings.  As a 
result, it is unlikely that the entire £50,000 budget will be allocated this year. In 
previous years, any unallocated funds are not rolled forward. However, this 
year has been subject to unprecedented and unusual circumstances and the 
finance team, has agreed to allow unallocated funds to be rolled forward to 
future years.  They are suggesting that unless anything exceptional arises, the 
allocation for this year is reduced to £10,000 and that the remaining £40,000 is 
spread across the next 4 years (£60,000 each year). 

In order to encourage grant take up in future years it is suggested that we use 
the Town Centre Regeneration Officer to publish and highlight the scheme. 

6.5 Legal - Local authorities are empowered to give grants towards improvements 
in conservation areas under Section 57 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

6.6 Climate Change – No Implications at this stage. 

6.7 Consultation – Grant offers are made in consultation with and approved by the 
Moorlands Partnership Board. Where required, projects that require planning 
permission and listed building consent are subject to the normally statutory 
consultations.   
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7. PROPOSED GRANT AWARDS

7.1 Gillow Heath Station – In 2017/18 the MPB awarded an allocation of £2700 
towards various Biddulph Town Council projects. Of this £641 was allocated 
towards two benches at Gillow Heath Station. This project has been extended 
to include the restoration of the platform by relocating the rear fence, removing 
the vegetation and restoring the platform edge using reclaimed bricks to 
match. 

Biddulph Town Council has suggested that their lengthsman can complete the 
works at a cost of £4,000. A 50% grant from the MPB would be £2,000. 

Recommendations 

7.2 That members approve a 50% grant of £2,000 towards the eligible works 
totalling £4,000. 

7.3 Leekbrook Rail  - Members will be aware of this significant project that 
proposes to restore the heritage rail link between Leekbrook and Cornhill in 
Leek. The MPB has already funded the project as follows:

 
Year MPB Grant Works
2017/18 £22,000 Planning and legal 

fees - Complete 
2018/19 £19,000 Rail track bed 

450m - Complete
2019/20 £12,791 Rail track bed 

200m - 
Outstanding 

TOTAL £53,791

7.4 The applicant CVR, has been successful in its bid to the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and has been awarded £1.4m to 
reinstate the whole length of the track  The Leekbrook to Leek rail line 
extension is a strategic first step of delivering Corporate Objective Aim 3: to 
reinstate rail connection to Stoke and mainline rail. While this line will be 
operated as a heritage line, the line will be available for open access under 
Railways Acts (1993) meaning it has the potential to be adopted and used as 
a branch line if funding becomes available in the future to establish a rail 
connection between Leek and Stoke on Trent.

7.5 Despite the award of £1.4m the CVR are required to raise match funding. 
They are currently £250,000 short. This issue has principally arisen due to the 
Covid outbreak and there is a reluctance for banks to loan to a social 
enterprise type business.  Banks had previously indicated a willingness to loan 
once the funding of £1.4m was confirmed. In addition, the CVR Board also felt 



it was inappropriate to promote and undertake a share option at this time when 
so many people in the community are subject to a restricted income due to the 
impacts of covid.  As a result, the CVR have lost their ability to raise match 
funding under normal procedures. Without finding the match funding there is a 
possibility that the £1.4m could be lost and the project will not be completed.  

7.6 Notwithstanding the financial impacts set out in 6.4 above, one possible option 
is that the MPB consider the principle of using any unallocated monies from 
this financial year towards this project. This decision would be subject to an 
update report on progress by CVR in securing additional match funding in 
March 2021. 


